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penetration into the vicinity of Korea, and the rise of Japan after
the restoration of the MeijL

In 1868 Japan embarked on an endeavor to penetrate into Korea,
which to all intents and purposes had hitherto been as isolated from
the rest of the world as Japan had been only a few years earlier.
After a few futile attempts, Japan managed in 1876 to conclude
her first treaty with the Korean Government, which provided for
the opening of ports to Japanese merchant vessels and the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and Korea. The
necessary consent of China was obtained; Korea nonetheless re-
mained dependent on China. While the Western world followed
in the footsteps of Japan in establishing contact with Korea, a move-
ment started within the "hermit kingdom" against foreign influ-
ence, and against Japan in particular. The movement was quelled
by Chinese and Japanese troops. In 1884 there was another popular
movement, which had Japanese support, in favor of internal re-
forms, and antagonism between China and Japan over Korea soon
became acute.

In April, 1885, China and Japan reached an agreement; both sides
were to remove their troops and both pledged themselves not to
send any military advisers to Korea. As far as the Korean Army
was concerned, the agreement provided: "The two powers agree
to invite the King of Korea to hire an officer, or officers, of a third
power." This third power was obviously Russia, hitherto absent
from Korean affairs.

The Korean Government turned to Russia for military advisers
who, under the prevailing conditions, were bound to wield con-
siderable influence in the Korean Army and in Korean domestic
affairs in general. In a secret agreement, Russia declared her readi-
ness to grant Korea a form of protection and provide military in-
structors, in return for a lease of Port Lazareff (near Genzan), on
the southeastern littoral of Korea.8

Immediately Russo-British antagonism became evident. As soon
as London learned of the prospective Russian occupation of Port
Lazareff, the British Navy was directed to occupy Port Hamilton,
an island off Southern Korea, in order to prevent "probable oc-
cupation by another power." The base was seized on April 15,
1885. Now the Russian Government protested in Peking and asked

8. Shuhsi Hsu, China and Her Political Entity, pp. 126 ff.